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Editorial Notes 


It is interesting to watch public opinion shift toward a 
more tolerant acceptance of spiritual values after passing 
through a materialistic era. This shift on the part of the 
public mind is to be hailed with joy but not to be counted 
upon too much. It may be an indication of a spiritual dawn 
and it may merely be the result of the depression years which 
have deflated man’s ego a little and made him less sure of 
himself. The public mind has not sufficiently declared itself 
in favor of spiritual enlightenment to influence the academic 
sheep. With a few exceptions, the university professor is 
still imprisoning his mind within traditional scholasticism. 
However, the men who have contributed most to our modern 
material existence, have come out,—usually on their death 
beds—with a personal philosophy based upon spiritual 
values which has been the source of their inspiration and 
the foundation of their greatness. 


According to an Editorial in the New York Herald Tri- 
bune some months ago, Dr. George D. Birkhoff, in an 
address before the American Association for the Advance- 
ment of Science, at its annual meeting, said that research 
would make more progress when it recognized that intuition 
played a large part and that “faith furnishes the most pow- 
erful incentive and is the best guide to further progress.” 
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Mr. Maurice Deutsch, in a letter to the Editor of the 
New York Herald Tribune (January 9, 1939) referred to 
this address and called attention to the statements of two 
distinguished Americans: 


“Two of our greatest scientists and philosophers of this 
decade before passing on left with us a legacy of thought 
inspired by a life of activity and progress not heretofore 
recorded in the annals of history. Charles A. Steinmetz, 
one of the great scientists who contributed so much to the 
development of the General Electric Company, stated in 
1923 before he passed into that spiritual realm to which he 
referred in the following guiding message: 


“Some day people will learn that material things do not 
bring happiness and are of little use in making men and 
women creative and powerful. Then the scientists of the 
world will turn their laboratories over to the study of God 
and prayer and the spiritual forces which as yet have been 
hardly guessed at. When that day comes the world will 
see more advancement in one generation than it has seen 
in the past four.’ 

“Professor Michael I. Pupin, also one of the greatest of 
the world’s scientists who has made possible modern long- 
distance telephony, the radio and many other valuable con- 
tributions to the world’s progress, found a similar inspira- 
tion from his life work in the following words given to the 
public: 

“Tf there is a taint of materialism in this power age, do 
not charge it against the sciences which have discovered 
the various forms of power and have developed them for 
mankind. Blame it against the spiritual unpreparedness of 
mankind to enjoy these gifts that have been brought 
through power. Blame political science, sociology, psychol- 
ogy and theology for not teaching mankind that there are 
spiritual powers in the human heart, and directing men to 


employ their spiritual powers for the good of mankind, as 
science has done with the physical powers.’” 

















The Significance of Concentration and the 
Trance State in Connection with Telepathy 


BY DR. BRUNO FURST 


A large part of the world today agrees that the existence 
of telepathy has been substantiated by experiment. More- 
over, it agrees that the agent as well as the percipient must 
have special qualities to produce results in such experimen- 
tation. But there is much difference of opinion concerning 


the nature of these special qualities and the conditions 
most conducive to success. 


Let us consider first the role of the percipient. The 
scientists who have explored the field agree with Dr. 
Rhine’s finding that age is immaterial. Dr. Rhine has 
experimented with twelve-year-old children and Professor 
Neureiter of the University of Riga has had marked suc- 
cess with an eight-year-old subject, Ilga. Nor is intelli- 
gence of the percipient of importance. A number of suc- 
cessful telepathic experiments are known to have been pro- 
duced by stupid and illiterate persons. 


But these findings are negative. From them we know 
only that these qualities of intelligence and age are not 
essential. Because the basic elements of telepathic trans- 
mission have not been defined as yet, we will be unable to 
reach a conclusive explanation of percipient qualities. We 
may be able to conduct any number of successful telepathic 
experiments and still remain ignorant of the modus operandi 
and therefore unable to tell which abilities have been an 
aid in reception. But if we are to make further progress, 
we must attempt to determine at least some of the factors 
involved. Let me illustrate our difficulty: 

There are official boards in all civilized countries whose 
task it is to assist graduating students in a selection of 
their vocations. For this purpose qualification tests are 
given. No board would ask a candidate who said that he 
intended to become an architect, to build a bridge or a house. 
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But by questioning him they are easily able to determine 
whether he possesses the elementary ability necessary to 
make him an architect. 


In the same way, I am able to determine whether a per- 
son has the qualifications which will make him a good 
hypnotic subject without putting him to sleep. The well- 
known Chevreuil Pendulum test, which can be carried out 
when the subject is awake, is a sufficient indication. But 
no method or test has been devised which in any way indi- 
cates a disposition to successful telepathic transmission. 


Scientific men have worked but a short time on this 
problem and they are faced with a special difficulty in deal- 
ing with it because they are attempting to define the facul- 
ties of two different persons at the same time. And their 
analysis is further complicated by the importance of the 
relationship between the two. A good many of the experi- 
ments that have been conducted to date have suffered from 
insufficient attention and understanding of this relation 
and the part played by the agent. In concentrating upon 
the percipient, the fact has been overlooked that the same 
percipient reacts differently to different agents. 


Upton Sinclair has pointed out that many errors of 
analysis result from the difficulty of distinguishing between 
mind reading and thought transference. In mind reading 
the percipient is most active while in thought transference 
the reverse is true. When both agent and percipient are 
alert and consciously trying to achieve a successful trans- 
ference, it is impossible to determine which of them is most 
active. However, experiments have been recorded in which 
the active participation.of either one or the other has been 
excluded. The following examples illustrate this difference: 


Pierre Janet put his subject Leonie under hypnosis by 
the sheer force of his will while she was at a great distance 
from him. It is self-evident that he was only able to ac- 
complish this by thought transference. Leonie was un- 
aware that the experiment was to be tried. It follows then 
that her mind must have been in a completely passive state 
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as far as the experiment was concerned. The activity of 
Janet’s mind and will was essential to the success of the 
test. 

Mind reading, on the other hand, is clearly illustrated 
by Ossowiecki’s demonstration before a Congress of psy- 
chologists in Warsaw. Madame Geley had written a letter 
some time previously, the contents of which he was asked 
to read while it remained in a sealed envelope. This he 
was able to do successfully. In this instance, Madame 
Geley was unaware of the time at which Ossowiecki would 
be asked to read her letter and therefore could not have 
been an active participant in thought transference. She 
is excluded as an agent. But Ossowiecki required concen- 
tration to perform the feat so he may be called an active 
percipient. 

It is a pity that there have been so few experiments in 
which the agent and percipient have alternated their posi- 
tions. The most important ones are those carried out in 
Brussels by Dr. Hoffman and Dr. Freudenberg but unfor- 
tunately their reports are too brief and insufficiently de- 
tailed to enable us to make deductions from them. These 
experiments should be continued because they offer a 
means by which to determine the qualities essential to 
transmission. 

In mind reading as well as in thought transference, the 
trance condition is often an aid im reception. The trance 
condition should not be confused with the hypnotic condi- 
tion which is imposed by the will of another. It is obvious 
that the qualities of will power and desire are insufficient 
to produce reception. How often have we not all sat op- 
posite a person with a keen desire to know what he was 
thinking. Experience would tend to prove that the elimina- 
tion of effort and desire is a basic condition for telepathy. 
A thought which is transmitted extra-sensorially must be 
received by the subconscious. Therefore, we conclude that 
the more the conscious mind is subordinated, the more 
suitable the conditions for reception. The subconscious 
mind works in natural sleep as well as under hypnosis. 
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Therefore, theoretically at least, sleep or hypnosis is a more 
suitable state for reception than normal alertness. Let us 
consider this proposition in the light of experience. 

Although the phenomenon known as dreaming true is 
not scientifically established and is probably often exag- 
gerated through wishful thinking and superstition, it is 
striking that a residue of well-authenticated cases can most 
easily be explained by telepathy. 

One of the most interesting illustrations of this sort of 
dream is reported by Bishop Lanyi. 


“On June 28th, 1914, I awoke at about four o’clock in 
the morning from a deep dream. I saw a letter addressed 
to me from the Archduke Franz Ferdinand, reading as 
follows: ‘Your Excellency, Dear Dr. Lanyi: I let you 
know herewith that my wife and I will be victims of assas- 
sination in Serajevo to-day. Please pray for us. With 
Sincere regards, Yours, Archduke Franz’.” 

Then Bishop Lanyi saw the Archduke and his wife in 
an automobile. Facing them sat a general; next to the 
chauffeur, another officer. Finally he saw two young men 
come out of the crowd and make the attack. 


The dream so agitated the bishop that he wrote it down 
immediately upon awaking at four in the morning and told 
his valet at six o’clock when he was called. Moreover, he 
said a mass for the Archduke later in the morning. 

At noon on that very day, Franz Ferdinand and his wife 
were murdered at Serajevo by two conspirators, Cabri- 
nowic and Princip. 

In this case it seems probable that the thought of assas- 
sination which was so strong in the conspirators’ mind was 
received telepathically by the Bishop and incorporated into 
his dream. 

According to the theories of Coué and Baudouin, the 
states immediately preceding and immediately following 
sleep can be considered as sleep itself in regard to the 
workings of the subconscious mind. The following case of 
experimental telepathy by the projection of an image can 
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therefore be classed with dream phenomena. It is reported 
by F. W. H. Myers.* 

“On June 20, 1894, I received the following letter, dated 
June 19th from Miss Danvers with two enclosures :— 

‘On Sunday night at 12 p.m. I tried to appear to Mrs. 
Fleetwood (at a distance of about nine miles) and suc- 
ceeded in feeling as if I were really in her room. I had 
previously written my statement, which I enclose, together 
with Mrs. Fleetwood’s, which she has just sent me. She 
wrote it also at the time, not knowing I was trying to 
appear. I was lying down, not kneeling but the other 
details are correct.’ 


A memorandum, signed by Miss Danvers, was enclosed 
as follows :— 

‘June 17, 1894, 12 p.m. I write this just before trying 
to appear to Mrs. Fleetwood. My hair is down, and I am 
going to lie down and try to appear with my eyes closed.’ 

Also a memorandum, signed by Mrs. Fleetwood, as fol- 
lows:—‘Sunday night June 17, 1894. I awoke from my 
first sleep to see Edith Danvers apparently kneeling on an 
easy chair by my bedside, her profile turned towards me, 
her hair flowing and eyes closed or looking down. I felt 
startled at first, as I always do on seeing visions in waking 
moments, but determined to keep quiet; and after I was 
fully awake and able to reason with myself the figure still 
remained and then gradually faded like a dissolving view. 
I got up and looked at the clock. It was just twelve. I was 
alone in the room. As I now write, it is about two minutes 
after twelve.’” 

So.much for thought transference during natural sleep. 
In my opinion, telepathic transmission is easier to accom- 
plish and control under hypnosis than in the waking state. 
Dr. Rhine and some of his colleagues claim that their ex- 
perience has proved otherwise; that, in fact, hypnotism 
does not alter or aid the receptive faculty. Sir William Bar- 
rett’s experiments,f however, confirm my own findings. 





* S.P.R. Proceedings, Vol. X, page 418. 
+ S.P.R. Proceedings, Vol. Il, page 14. 
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Professor Barrett arranged a series of experiments at 
his home in Dublin. The hypnotist was G. A. Smith and 
the subject a young man named Fearnley who was a 
stranger to Smith. Fearnley was told nothing of the pro- 
posed experiments until after he had been put into a deep 
hypnotic sleep. Two cards, with the words “Yes” and 
“No” written on them, were placed within the vision of 
Smith but out of range of Fearnley whose eyes were 
closed in any case. Professor Barrett asked Fearnley the 
question “Will you open your hand?” repeatedly. Mean- 
while he silently pointed to one card or the other and 
Smith concentrated upon it. Of the first twenty trials 
seventeen were successful. Smith was of the opinion that 
the failures were due to a slowness on his part in directing 
his will. In a second series at three feet apart, twenty-five 
trials were made; at six feet apart, six trials; at twelve 
feet, six further trials; and at seventeen feet, another series 
of six. All these trials were successful. Barrett then 
placed Smith outside the room and after shuffling the cards 
passed them one by one through the door, face downwards, 
thereby eliminating any clues given by the tone of his 
voice and also eliminating himself as a possible agent in 
close proximity to the subject. Again a perfect score re- 
sulted. Out of the entire series of forty-three trials, some 
of which were carried on while Smith was two rooms 
away with two doors between, not a single failure is 
recorded. 


Further experiments were conducted under the super- 
vision of Mrs. Sidgewick, Smith again acting as agent. 
After the subject was hypnotized, Mrs. Sidgewick chose 
a picture upon which Smith concentrated and in a very 
large number of cases the general outlines or figures in the 
picture were accurately described. For example, a picture 
of a sandwich man advertising a play was chosen, and the 
subject perceived first a letter A, then a head; finally a 
man between two boards.* 





* S.P.R. Proceedings, Vol. VIII, page 565. 
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There are innumerable accounts of successful telepathic 
transmissions with hypnotized subjects. Where the trans- 
mission is performed by mind reading, hypnotism is not 
always an aid. It is obvious that when the percipient must 
exert his will, the passive state of hypnotic sleep will be a 
handicap. Once more we meet with the difficulty of de- 


termining whether the agent or percipient is more essential 
to the success of the experiment. 


There are as many diverse opinions on the question of 
the importance of concentration as there are about the 
trance condition. There are two theoretical explanations 
of thought-transference apart from the spiritistic hypoth- 
esis. One is based upon physics and the other upon un- 


known psychic possibilities such as the independence of 
the soul from the physical body. 


Ostwald gives us a theory of a physical nature*. He 
suggests that human beings possess a chemical energy 
which can be transformed into physical energy and made to 
leave the body and effect objects apart from it. He gives us 
as an example of this transformation, the process of diges- 
tion which contracts the muscles. According to his theory 
it is conceivable that persons, especially those gifted medi- 
umistically, can send forth this physical energy and effect 
the mind of another individual. Such may also be the ex- 
planation for the great fatigue of which mediums com- 
plain after a demonstration of their powers. 


Naum Kotik assumes a similar hypothesist: the reality 
of a psycho-physical energy in the form of brain rays. 
This energy in its psychical aspect has an extraordinary 
power of penetration—sending forth thoughts that can be 
picked up and generated into identical mental pictures or 
concepts by the mind of another. Bohm, the German 
psychologist, adopts a parallel theoryt. He postulates three 





° A Ostwald, Die Forderung des Tages, Akad. Verlagsgesellschaft, Leipzig, 
911. 


+ Naum Kotik (Russian physician), Die Emanation der psycho-physischen 
Energie, 1908. 


t Bohm, Telepathie und Raumliches Hellsehen, Pfullingen, 1921. 
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kinds of brain rays: alpha, beta and gamma rays. The 
first type produce pictures of remembrance within the 
brain. The gamma rays have a power of penetration which 
makes it possible for them to produce identical pictures in 
the brain of another individual. 


Forel, too, prefers an explanation based upon physics*. 
He accepts the theory that transmission of thought is de- 
pendent upon radiation. In his opinion, electrons radiated 
by the brain of the agent produce an image in the mind of 
the percipient who has Engramm complexes of the same 
nature. 

Tischner, on the other hand, turns to a purely psychical 
explanation.t He disagrees with the men quoted above on 
the following grounds: 


First, he says, the fact is overlooked that wireless teleg- 
raphy is dependent upon symbols such as the Morse code 
or human speech. Second, no explanation is given for the 
similarity or harmony between minds which it is agreed 
are essential to transmission. And finally no theory is set 
forth to explain the method of transmitting complicated 
thought pictures, drawings, etc. without a synthesis taking 
place. Unless such a picture is condensed into a word, such 
physical explanations are incomprehensible. Experience 
shows us that in telepathy no such synthesis takes place; 
visual images are transmitted feature by feature from one 
mind to another in a flash of time. 


As a result of these arguments Tischner comes to the 
conclusion that all physical theories are to be denied. He 
bases his logic on the research of the philosopher, Becher, 
who found quite incomprehensible the hypothesis that the 
memory is only a receptacle for storing the tracings pro- 
duced by thought. These tracings, according to the theory, 
are the result of outside stimuli acting upon the brain cells 
and causing in them a definite physical change. 

He postulates that the subconscious is not isolated from 





* Forel, Professor of Psychology, Univ. of Zurich, Der Hypnotismus oder die 
Suggestion und die Psychotherapie, 1923. 
+ Dr. R. Tischner, M.D., Ueber Telepathie und Hellsehen, Wiesbaden, 1921. 
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the outer realm or cosmic consciousness as the conscious 
mind is. This deep subconscious region is able to partici- 
pate in a super mental world and therefore has a knowledge 
of things which are not only inaccessible but incomprehen- 
sible to the conscious mind. 

Tischner finds the comparison between wireless teleg- 
raphy and telepathy unjustified because in the latter case 
transmission is not based on agreed signs and symbols such 
as the use of words. However, a simpler comparison can 
be made which he has overlooked. It is well known that 
if the string of a violin is plucked in one room, the cor- 
responding string on a second violin in an adjoining room 
will pick up the vibration and re-echo the sound. 


Admittedly we are not able to define the nature of the 
radiations which make possible the transmission of pic- 
tures in their details from one mind to another. But, in 
my opinion, the phenomenon of sound vibration illustrated 
by the violins is sufficiently similar to make Tischner’s 
objections unjustified and his hypothesis of an unknown 
soul quantity premature at the present time. 


It is not easy to identify telepathy with any established 
scientific law. My opinion is more or less in accord with 
Professor Gruber’s which I will briefly outline. 


The human being is able without the use of his five 
senses to feel, accept and assimilate mental content from 
the minds of others which take form in his brain as images 
of unknown origin. Impressions which are received extra- 
sensorially and retained may, for some unknown reason, 
penetrate the consciousness in the form of clear cut pictures. 


Space and time do not play an important part in mental 
operations and therefore our usual concepts of space and 
time must be eliminated. It is probable that a more or less 
close mental contact exists between all living people. This 
contact is illustrated by especially gifted persons who ex- 
hibit strong sensitiveness and an easier communication be- 
tween conscious and subconscious. Such easy access to the 
subconscious is only apparent in the average individual as 
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a result of mental shock, artificial somnambulism, etc. The 
faculty of mental sensibility is located in the subconscious 
and cannot as a rule be influenced by the conscious mind. 


In the light of this theory, it is obvious that the recep- 
tivity of the percipient is facilitated by the concentration of 
the agent. Some investigators have denied the importance 
of concentration on the part of the agent because of the 
cases in which the percipient has guessed some subordinate 
thought or idea in the agent’s mind, rather than the thought 
chosen for transmission. It is my contention that side by 
side with intentional and conscious transmission there ex- 
ists the spontaneous and unconscious one which it is simply 
impossible to exclude. What is more the percipient’s mind 
reading or active percipient faculty may be at work simul- 
taneously with his passive receptive faculty. 


The foregoing examples have demonstrated the role of 
concentration on the part of the agent in experimental 
telepathic transmission. For, when the percipient is hypno- 
tized, special concentration is required by the agent. The 
following experiment of my own illustrates this point again: 


The subject was a Mrs. W., a woman of forty, with 
whom I worked while at Masaryk College in Prague. I 
placed her in an armchair with its back to the room and 
put her into a hypnotic sleep. The back of the chair was 
so high that she could not have seen over it, even had she 
been awake and turned around. As previously arranged, 
a colleague chose an object in the room for thought trans- 
mission. He indicated a chart of America which hung upon 
the wall. On one side was a map and upon the other a 
number of pictures illustrating the country. He pointed 
to a picture of Niagara Falls but did not speak. I con- 
centrated upon it for about five minutes. Mrs. W., deep in 
hypnotic sleep, spoke as follows: 

“T have the feeling of water ... I see it flowing and I 
hear a rumbling sound. It is not a brook or a stream, it 
must be a mighty river cascading down .. . I feel now 
that the rumbling I constantly hear is from falling water 
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. . . Now I distinctly see a giant waterfall which I do not 
recognize but I see a bridge over it.”* 


2K *x * 


As a result of several years of experiment in this field, 
I have come to the following conclusions: 


1. The ability to concentrate on the part of the agent 
is an essential factor in thought transference, equal in im- 
portance to the faculty of the percipient. In mind reading 


concentration on the part of the percipient is of correspond- 
ing importance. 


2. The relationship between agent and percipient plays 
a far more important part than is commonly supposed. 


3. Thought transference is more easily accomplished 


experimentally with a hypnotized subject than with a per- 
son in the waking state. 


4. The abilities necessary for sending and receiving 
can be improved by certain exercises. 


An attempt to analyze the modus operandi has been 
lacking hitherto. Clues are to be found in the spontaneous 
cases of telepathy recorded in dreams, etc. Let us hope 
that experiments will soon reveal some of these basic laws 
which govern the phenomenon. Until such time, it cannot 


be defined. 





* The bridge over Niagara Falls, which has since collapsed, was shown in the 
picture. 








Some Personal Experiences With 
Eusapia Palladino 


BY HEREWARD CARRINGTON 


Outstanding, as among the most vivid and extraordinary 
experiences of my life, I must count my séances with this 
remarkable Neapolitan medium. Illiterate, hardly able to 
sign her own name, she nevertheless possessed powers of 
a unique character, which for many years baffled the 
scientific men of Europe. 

Attention had first been drawn to her about 1890, when 
Professor Lombroso obtained a series of sittings with her. 
Thereafter, for many years, she gave séances for scientific 
groups in Paris, London, St. Petersburg, Turin, Genoa, 
Milan, and many other cities in Europe. A committee of 
eminent men sat with her for four years in Paris, and it 
was here also that Professor Flammarion studied her at 
length. An enormous literature had sprung up about her, 
and scores of books and articles had appeared dealing with 
her phenomenal mediumship. 

In 1908 a committee was appointed by the British Society 
for Psychical Research to go to Naples and obtain a series 
of séances on its behalf. This committee consisted of the 
Hon. Everard Feilding, Mr. W. W. Baggally and myself. 
All of us were well known as critics and skeptics of physical 
phenomena generally. During the course of our many 
years’ investigations, we had never yet encountered any 
manifestations which seemed to us conclusive, and as 
obtained under fraud-proof conditions. We were all amateur 
magicians and had exposed many fake mediums in the past. 
The Society felt, therefore, that if we brought in a positive 
report, it would be good evidence indeed that Eusapia pos- 
sessed genuine powers of no mean order. 

We visited Naples, stayed there several weeks, and had 
a long series of sittings with this medium, during the course 
of which we became firmly convinced of the supernormal 
nature of her manifestations. The following year (1909) 
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I brought Eusapia to America, and a further series was 
held in New York, the details of which are to be published 
shortly—some thirty years later! 

Eusapia Palladino was primarily a “physical”? medium— 
that is, but few mental phenomena were noted. Objects 
moved about in her presence without anyone touching them; 
raps of tremendous power were heard; lights appeared; 
musical instruments were played upon—no visible fingers 
touching the strings. Finally, so-called “materializations” 
took place, in which bodies or bits of bodies were formed, 
and again disintegrated, while we were watching them, 
leaving no trace behind. All these things happened while 
the medium was sitting securely held, hand and foot, and 
usually with light enough to enable us to perceive every- 
thing in the room fairly clearly. 

Eusapia would give her séances anywhere—in a private 
house, in the laboratory of a university—wherever re- 
quested to. Often she would be carefully searched before 
the sitting, but nothing of a suspicious nature was ever 
found upon her. Then she would take her place at the 
séance table, which was merely an ordinary wooden table 
rather lighter than most, while several other sitters would 
seat themselves about it also. The person seated to her 
right would hold her right hand, foot and knee, while the 
person seated to her left would similarly control the mem- 
bers on that side. The séances all began in brilliant white 
light. 

Behind her was erected a small “cabinet,” which con- 
sisted of an enclosed space, made by hanging two black 
curtains across one corner of the room. In this cabinet a 
small table was usually placed, and on this rested various 
small musical instruments—the property of the sitters. It 
should be emphasized, however, that Eusapia never sat in 
the cabinet, but always in front of it, in the circle itself. 
The back of her chair was usually about a foot from the 
cabinet curtains. 

Now, in bright light, with her hands, feet and knees 
securely held, the table would begin to move, tilt and 
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oscillate. Many people have obtained table-tiltings, and if 
these had been all, no particular attention would have been 
paid to them. But, after several such tiltings, the séance 
table would then rise completely off the floor—that is, all 
four legs off the ground, and remain thus suspended in 
space for a number of seconds. 

I have seen scores and hundreds of such levitations, and 
I am as assured of their reality as I am of any other facts 
in life. Many times, while the table was in the air, we 
would pass a string or a fine wire up and down, between 
her body and the table, showing no physical connection of 
any kind. These levitations have been obtained when a 
sitter has been underneath the table, holding both the 
medium’s feet in his hands, while her hands were com- 
pletely removed from it, and everyone could see perfectly 
clearly that she was not touching it at any point. There 
seemed to be a curious elastic resistance while the table 
was in the air, as though it were suspended on rubbers; 
then this would suddenly be released, and the table would 
fall with a crash to the floor. 

I have seen the table rise three feet and more from the 
floor during her séances, and have had it levitate while I 
myself have been kneeling upon it—the medium sitting 
motionless in her chair, hands and feet securely held. 

After these table-liftings, rappings would be heard, in 
the cabinet and on the séance table itself. Often these were 
of a remarkable character. For instance, Eusapia would 
knock four times on the top of the table with her own 
knuckles, and then hold her hand above it, at a distance of 
about six inches. About three seconds later, faint raps, 
exactly imitating those made by her, would be heard in the 
wood, as though they were a sort of echo—only delayed 
in their reply! 

About this time, five knocks would be heard, which was 
a signal for “less light”. The bright light would then be 
turned off, and a dimmer one substituted. Even in this, 
however, everything could be clearly seen, including the 
medium. Now, the instruments in the cabinet would be 
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heard moving about, and finally one or more of them would 
float out into the séance room, continually playing. If it 
were the mandolin, the strings would be strummed, while 
it was floating in the air; if the bell, this would be rung 
violently before being thrown to the floor. 

The latter part of the sitting would usually be devoted 
to obtaining “‘materialization” phenomena, and here hands, 
heads and bits of bodies would form in space—hands firm 
and solid enough to push and pull the sitters out of. their 
chairs, or grasp them with a firm touch. The fingers and 
thumbs of such hands could often be clearly distinguished, 
and they remained visible while performing their actions. 
And bear in mind that, during all this time, the medium 
remained securely held, hand and foot, and visible in the 
red light which was permitted at such times. 

These hands were very curious. Sometimes they would 
be large, sometimes small. Sometimes they would be white, 
sometimes black, and sometimes invisible altogether. Yet 
they were solid and substantial, and had every appearance 
of being true physiological structures for the time being. 
The skin, hair, nails, etc., could be clearly felt during the 
brief period of their existence, and on more than one 
occasion I myself have held a hand such as this in my 
grasp, and had it slowly dissolve as I was holding it. It 
was not pulled away, but melted within my hand, and was 
gone. This is not, of course, a unique experience, as Sir 
Oliver Lodge, Sir William Crookes, and many other psychic 
investigators have reported precisely the same thing. 

Mind you, both before and since that time I have seen 
innumerable so-called ‘‘materialization séances’, which 
were complete frauds, and I had no difficulty whatever in 
detecting them. As previously stated, I have been an 
amateur magician all my life, and know the tricks of the 
trade pretty well. One book of mine, in fact, “The Physical 
Phenomena of Spiritualism’, is devoted almost entirely to 
an exposé of the trick-methods employed by fraudulent 
mediums. But, despite all this, I remain quite convinced 
that we saw, in the presence of Eusapia Palladino, genuine 
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materializations.and other equally remarkable phenomena. of 
an undoubtedly supernormal nature. 

It is true that Eusapia resorted to trickery at times, and 
in this she was caught, both by ourselves and others.. Her 
method of trickery consisted in the substitution of one hand 
for two, and the production of phenomena with the free 
hand. Nearly every group of. scientific investigators had 
detected and described this method of trickery. Yet every 
one of them had emerged convinced of her genuine powers! 
Why, it may be asked, should she ever resort to trickery 
if she could produce genuine manifestations such as I have 
described? Is it not possible that all her phenomena might 
have been due to trickery, only undetected? 

It is difficult. to reply to this objection ina few words. 
But I can best answer it, perhaps, by citing a typical in- 
stance, which throws light upon her peculiar psychology— 
and if a medium felt and thought like other people she 
wouldn’t be a medium! 

One day I took the famous magician Howard Thurston 
to see Eusapia. On the way there I had said to him: 

“Now, Thurston, it is quite possible that Eusapia will 
try to trick you at first—just to see if she can. But don’t 
make a fuss about it immediately; just let her see by your 
manner that you are not satisfied, she will soon settle down, 
and show you something really remarkable.” 

Sure enough, when we had taken our places at the table, 
Eusapia tilted it, inserted one toe under it and up went 
the table! Thurston glanced at me, but I merely smiled, 
shook my head, and said: 

“Not good, Eusapia.” 


She thereupon smiled also, settled down in her chair, 
went into a light trance, and soon produced a series of 
perfectly magnificent genuine levitations, which so far con- 
vinced Thurston that he came out in the papers the next 
day with a thousand dollar challenge to any magician who 
could produce table levitations under the same conditions as 


he had seen them in her presence. The challenge was never 
accepted. 
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So here we have .an instance of the fraudulent and 
genuine combined. The mischievous, impish self of the 
medium trying to. “pull something”, just for fun; and when 
she saw that she could not get away with it with impugnity, 
she then produced the genuine article. I have seen more 
or less the same thing happen over and over again, and 
know that, while she occasionally tricked, she was also 


capable of producing amazing genuine phenomena which 
have never been explained. 


Let me narrate two or three incidents which occurred at 
her séances, which deeply impressed me at the time, and 
which could not possibly have been fraudulently produced 
by the medium, even supposing that she had both hands 
and both feet free. The materialized hand which melted in 


mine was one of these incidents, but I shall mention a 
few more. | 


Eusapia had a deep affection for Professor Lombroso, 
whom she regarded as a sort of father, and whenever his 
name was mentioned she would invariably dissolve into 


tears. But, at one of our sittings, Eusapia said, quite 
spontaneously : 


“Now, if you are all very good tonight, Lombroso may 
materialize!” 


As a matter of fact, Lombroso did not materialize, nor 
did anyone else, but a most curious and striking phenomenon 
occurred, which is almost unique in psychic annals. As 
the séance progressed, there formed, over the center of 
the séance table, what I can only describe as a sort of 
psychic water-spout—a whirlpool of invisible energy, felt 
by everyone at the table, and affecting them so much that 
several of the sitters had to leave the table and go to the 
window to get some fresh air. It made them faint! As one 
receded from the table, this power became less and less 
noticeable, and as one approached it, the force became 
stronger and stronger, until it was well-nigh overwhelming. 
Nothing could be seen, nothing heard, but over the center 
of that table a power was operative, sensed by everyone 


Netw 
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present, which was most impressive and indicative of the 
reality of the invisible. 

On another occasion, Eusapia asked me to go into the 
cabinet behind her, to replace the small table, which had 
been thrown out onto the floor. I picked up the small table 
and entered the curtained recess, which was quite dark, of 
course, but still light enough to enable me to see the other 
side of the table I was holding, and to see quite clearly that 
no physical person was in the cabinet with me. Yet the 
moment I placed the table on the floor, it rose up under 
my hands and pressed against me. I again replaced it, and 
again it rose. Finally, this developed into a sort of tug-of- 
war between myself and the invisible influence manipulating 
the table on the other side. The force—whatever it was— 
was eventually strong enough to throw both the table and 
myself out of the cabinet altogether, so that we landed on 
the floor of the room outside! All this time, it must be 
remembered, the medium was seated outside the cabinet, 
held hand and foot by two skeptical controllers, and visible 
in the dim light which illumined the room. 

On still another occasion, one of the gentlemen present 
suddenly exclaimed that the cigar-case, in his inner coat 
pocket, had been removed by invisible fingers, and a moment 
later we all saw it reposing upon the top of the séance table. 
Then, as we were looking at it, it seemed suddenly to 
become doubled; it looked as though there were two cigar 
cases where there had formerly been only one! But this 
was an illusion. What had actually happened was that the 
leather case had been pulled apart, the top sliding off the 
lower portion, so that the two halves were now lying side 
by side. Then, a moment later, this sitter cried out that a 
cigar had been placed in his mouth by those same invisible 
fingers. He held it between his teeth for a few seconds, 
then replaced it in the cigar-case. 

Bear in mind that the table-top was of light pine wood, 
and that any dark and opaque object held over the table 
could be seen immediately, dim as the light was at the time. 
If therefore the medium had removed one of her hands 
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from control, and handled the cigar-case with it, her hand 
and arm would instantly have been seen against the back- 
ground of the light wood. But, although we were all look- 
ing at the case intently, nothing of the sort was seen; so 
that it would have been utterly impossible for the medium 
to have handled the cigar-case, even if her hands had been 
free. This was really a very striking phenomenon, small 
though it was, since it was observed under such excellent 
conditions of control. 

I have mentioned the fact that the materialized hands 
were sometimes small and sometimes large. When the 
sitters were grasped and nearly pulled out of their chairs, 
they usually described the hands touching them as ex- 
tremely large ones, having a powerful grip. But, in the 
following instance, the hand was very small and most 
delicate in its general appearance. 

It was during one of the New York séances, and Eusapia 
had suggested that we tie her hands and feet to the hands 
and feet of her controllers, by means of short pieces of 
rope, in addition to holding her as usual. This had been 
done. During the latter part of the sitting, when phenomena 
were in full swing, a tiny hand was seen to emerge over 
the top of the séance table, and begin to untie the knots on 
the ropes binding her to her controllers. It took several 
seconds for this untying process to be completed, and when 
the right wrist had been untied the rope was coiled up 
and thrown at one of the sitters, standing in the room, 
striking him on the chest. The hand then went over and 
untied the left wrist, likewise coiling up the rope and 
throwing it out into the séance room. 

The medium said: “I’m sorry; it is not my fault; tie 
me up again!” So her hands were re-tied to the wrists of 
her right and left hand controllers; and a second time the 
little hand untied the knots and removed the ropes. After 
this no attempt was made to fasten them again. 

Bear in mind that all this was done while both hands 
of the medium were held visibly upon the table by two 
separate controllers, who were ascertaining at the time that 
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they were really holding the hands of the medium, and not 
dummy hands, and tracing her arms to the shoulders, to 
make sure that these members really belonged to her! The 
untying process, as I have said, took some considerable 
time—ample time for them to observe and verify all that 
was going on. They reported that they were undoubtedly 
holding the medium’s hands, and of course her head was 
visible throughout. 

The hand which untied these knots was white and small, 
as I have said, and at the wrist was enclosed in a sleeve of 
black material, which was visible as far as the elbow—and 
nothing beyond! The edge of the black sleeve terminated in 
a small white lace cuff, which was turned backward onto 
the sleeve itself. The dress which the medium was wearing 
had no lace cuff. This fact was observed very carefully at 
the time, both by myself and by others, who were all look- 
ing at the hand intently. Its manipulations were intelligent 
and sprightly. 

The two gentlemen who were holding or controlling the 
hands of the medium at the time were: Mr. Frank Tilford 
on one side and Mr. Daniel Frohman on the other—both 
practical, shrewd men of affairs, who were unlikely to be 
taken in by any petty trickery, and who were completely 
bowled over by what they had seen. It was certainly one 
of the most spectacular manifestations I have ever seen. 

Those of my readers who happened to see the motion 
picture “Topper Takes a Holiday” will remember the inci- 
dent of the decanter which rose in the air by itself, pouring 
out a glass of liquid into a tumbler similarly suspended in 
space. Of course this was done by means of trick photog- 
raphy, and was not intended to be taken seriously. But it 
is interesting to note that precisely this same thing was 
noted by Sir Oliver Lodge and others in séances with 
Eusapia Palladino years ago. They also saw a decanter 
raised into the air and pour out its contents into a sus- 
pended glass. So it is possible that many of the occurrences 
noted in fairy stories are really based upon actual happen- 
ings—psychic phenomena which had been noted and which 
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were utilized by the narrator in the telling of his tale. (I 
wrote an article on this subject many years ago, entitled 
“The Scientific Truths Contained in Fairy Stories.”.) 

But to return to Eusapia. The phenomena witnessed in 
her presence were for the most part physical, though an 
intelligence was certainly behind them, manipulating the 
invisible energies involved in their production. We psy- 
chical researchers do not believe, of course, that when an 
object is moved without contact, e.g., that this has been 
brought about by a “spirit” which runs ’round the room 
like a chicken, producing “phenomena”. No, we believe 
that a mechanism is involved, and we want to know what 
that mechanism is: this is why we study these phenomena 
in psychic laboratories. 

What seemingly happens is that a form of unknown 
energy or invisible substance issues from the body of the 
medium, capable of affecting and moulding matter in its 
immediate environment. At times this is invisible; at other 
times it takes form and becomes more or less solid, when we 
have instances of the formation of so-called “ectoplasm”’’. 
It is this semi-material substance which moves matter and 
even shapes it into different forms. 

This energy-like substance issues from various parts of 
the medium’s body, but especially from her finger-tips, her 
solar plexus and the sexual organs—though it can be 
emitted elsewhere. It represents a psychic force, as yet 
unknown to science, but now being studied by scientific men 
as part and parcel of “supernormal biology”. 

It is this energy-like substance, then, which is probably 
responsible for most of the phenomena noted in the im- 
mediate vicinity of the medium. But this is in turn directed 
by a mind of some sort: and the next question is: whose 
mind? Is it that of the medium or that of some extraneous 
spiritual entity ? 

The answer to this question is not easily given. Cer- 
tainly many of the phenomena are controlled by the medium 
herself, since they are under her own volition. For instance, 
I have often heard Eusapia say, “Now, I shall move that 
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stool,” and, placing her hand a few inches above it, the 
stool moved—though there was no visible connection be- 
tween the two. 

In studying Eusapia’s phenomena, then, I was led to 
these conclusions: that they may roughly be divided into 
three categories. In the first, certain manifestations were 
under the control of the conscious mind of the medium. 
She willed a certain thing to happen, and it did. 

Second, the medium passed into trance, in which state 
her conscious mind was no longer active. In this state the 
phenomena seemed to be directed by her subconscious mind, 
as though she was dreaming a certain thing, and this dream 
actually found expression in the outer world. It was as 
though a dog dreamed of catching a rabbit, and the dream 
was so vivid that a living rabbit was actually caught and 
killed! 

But thirdly, we have cases (in deeper trance) in which 
the subconscious mind of the medium seems also to be super- 
seded, and replaced by a mind altogether different from 
her own—an independent mind, having ideas and volitions 
entirely different from those of the medium. 

These were the most striking and convincing of all her 
phenomena—and also the most rare. I have seen manifesta- 
tions of this type on only a few occasions, while witnessing 
hundreds capable of being explained by the power of the 
medium herself. Here, as in so many other instances, we 
seem to have an inter-blending of the power of the medium 
herself and an external power, imparted from without. 

Scientific investigators of Eusapia’s phenomena have 
attempted to explain even her most marvelous manifesta- 
tions without recourse to this hypothesis. Even materialized 
hands they attempt to explain by means of “naturalistic” 
theories. What they suggest is something like this: That, 
just as the sculptor can mould clay, by means of his 
material hands, into various shapes, so the dynamic will 
of the entranced medium may similarly mould in space the 
semi-material emanation issuing from her own body, caus- 
ing it to take the form of hands, heads and various parts 
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of a body. They would constitute, on this theory, a variety 
of objectified “thought-forms”. 

This theory is ingenious and may be all very well, so 
far as it goes. But there are cases on record which are 
hard to account for on this view. For instance, at one 
séance given in Genoa, a complete form materialized, which 
was recognized by the sitters, and spoke in a low voice im 
Genoese dialect—which Eusapia did not know. Such cases 
certainly seem to indicate that, in some instances at least, 
an external spiritual being is actually involved in the pro- 
duction of the phenomena. 

But it is certain that they have a biological basis; that 
is, that they are in any case dependent upon the physical 
body of the medium for their production. And, this being 
so, it is obvious that there is great need to study such 
phenomena in a properly equipped laboratory, fitted-up with 
every contrivance calculated to measure, register and record 
these mysterious phenomena. That is why some of us have 
been urging, for many years, the need of such a laboratory 
—which is certainly one of the prime needs of our time. 
In it experiments could be undertaken, calculated to throw 
more light upon the real nature of man than all other 
scientific laboratories in the world combined! 

Eusapia Palladino is no longer with us. She died more 
than twenty years ago. But other physical mediums have 
come to the fore, and some of these have been subjected 
to careful scientific investigation. In studying such mani- 
festations we enter a realm of mystery; the borderland 
between spirit and matter; we approach the essence of life 
itself. It is a fascinating study, and I for one cannot but 
feel that the importance of such phenomena is very great— 
placing almost within our hands the Key to the enigmas of 
life and mind . . . Partially do they lift the veil from the 
enigmatic face of Nature, and, in the words of Sir William 
Crookes : 

“Veil after veil we have lifted, and her face grows 


more beautiful, august and wond’rous with every barrier 
that is withdrawn!” 








Survey and Comment 


A free special issue of Light, the weekly paper of the London 
Spiritualist Alliance, was published in January showing the aims and 
scope of the publication. It contains reprints from previous issues 
and editorials setting forth its ideals and history. The London 
Spiritualist Alliance was founded in 1873 by a number of distin- 
guished individuals among whom was Alfred Russel Wallace, 
O.M., F.R.S., co-discoverer with Darwin of the principle of natural 
selection. The paper was first published in 1881. Since that time 
it has consistently made a contribution to spiritual and mental 
progress. Light has not been afraid to associate itself with Spirit- 
ualism as psychical research organizations have done in the past, yet 
has maintained a high standard of discrimination in analyzing and 
collecting records of psychical phenomena. The result of this dif- 
ficult middle path has been to win for itself the high respect and 
esteem of scientists and laymen alike. 


The special issue quotes many of the most authoritative voices 
active in the task of proving survival during the past quarter century. 
These include Sir Oliver Lodge, the Duchess of Hamilton, Miss 
Helen Dallas, Miss Mercy Phillimore (Secretary of the L.S.A.), Miss 
Lind-af-Hageby (its President), Mr. Leigh Hunt, and Mr. George 
Lethem (the Editor of Light). Also Mr. H. F. Prevost Battersby who 
has done so much to further the subject by his recent highly intelli- 
gent contributions and the late much lamented Mr. Stanley De Brath. 


Sir Oliver Lodge’s conclusions are quoted from his book, The 
Rationality of Survival in terms of Physical Science: 


(1) The survival of personality beyond bodily death is so much 
the simpler explanation of a great mass of observed phenomena 
that by many careful students it is held to be demonstrated as a fact. 


(2) That the known properties and functions of the universal 
ether of space supplement the properties of matter to such an extent 
that, by postulating its possible animation, a rational and almost 
physical view of survival may be expected gradually to emerge. 


(3) For we are unconsciously utilizing the ether in our every- 
day actions even now, and will go on using it with equal ease when 
the slight material concomitant or secretion which now looms so 
large to our senses is ‘left behind. 


(4) Nevertheless, purely ethereal intelligences, though they may 
have a complete system of experience of their own, can make no 
impression on our senses, and will be unable to communicate with 
us, unless they can find a physiological mechanism in good order and 
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suited to their purpose; so that they can become temporarily and 
partially incarnate. 

(5) That as a matter of experimental fact we find that they do 
occasionally make use of such mechanism to demonstrate their con- 
tinued activity and affection; and accordingly we need no longer 
regard ourselves as so isolated from the main body of existence as 
we thought we were. The flesh, though hampering, is not an impene- 
trable barrier ; the veil between the two states can be pierced, the gulf 
bridged, and communion restored, under the urgent potency of love. 


(6) That etheric existence is continuous with this material exis- 
tence, the change of conditions not being such as to destroy or injure 
personality; so that those who have passed on continue to take an 
interest in our doings, and find themselves able to guide, help, and 
inspire, to an even greater extent than when they were subject to 
the discipline and restrictions of the flesh. 


(7) That the majesty of the Universe is so far beyond our largest 
conception, that anything is possible; and that by mutual help, both 


here and hereafter, humanity can advance to heights beyond its 
dreams. 
x * * 


At the Annual Meeting of the Institut Metapsychique in Paris, 
Dr. F. Moutier, the President, spoke of the great loss sustained 
by Psychical Research in France last year by the deaths of Dr. Osty, 
M. de Vesme and M. Maxwell, all of whom have been important 
contributors in one way or another. 


In speaking of Dr. Osty’s work, Dr. Moutier said: 


“Eugene Osty brought to light one fact in particular, which may 
seem comparatively simple to us now because we are so familiar with 
it, especially to those of us who have assiduously attended the 
Tuesday meetings at which much of the evidence has been verified. 
He recognized the fact that mediums (clairvoyants) only exercise 
their supernormal faculties upon realities connected with living men. 
That is to say that they never announce the coming of an abstract 
event but only facts concerning the vital axis of the people con- 
sulting or caught hold of, so to speak, by the medium. Thus, it is 
not—to take a banal and much too ever present example—a general 
war which is announced by a medium but simply the menace of 
war hanging over a given individual. In other words, Osty has 
shown with remarkable clarity that abstractions are not perceived,— 
that objects are only the props—and that only living beings furnish 
the medium with the connection necessary to clairvoyant vision. 
Seers never seize upon general facts but perceive only particular 


facts. This may seem a small thing but in reality it is a very big 
discovery.” 








Book Review 


“DEATH IS NOT THE END”. THE WHOLE CASE FOR 
SURVIVAL. By B. Abdy Collins, C.IL.E. G. Bell & Sons. 3/6. 


This book has a daring title; it claims to present the whole case 
in a volume running to 129 pages only. The reader may at the first 
glance wonder whether the whole case could be presented in so small 
a compass. The title is, however, justified with surprising ability. 
Every important factor in the case is set forth succinctly and sup- 
ported by well attested facts. References are given in every instance, 
so that the reader can verify them all for himself. Of course, many 
more examples might be added, but to multiply examples would be 
to overload the book, and to some extent would have defeated its 
purpose, which was to enable busy men to know the evidence on 
which rests the claim that Survival of bodily death is proven. This 
object the author has fulfilled with discrimination and skill. 


In one of those trenchant affirmations which embody truth and 
stamp it on the memory, G. K. Chesterton, in his own slightly 
exaggerated way, has said: “A man is not really convinced of a 
philosophic theory when he finds that something proves it. He is 
only convinced when he finds that everything proves it. And the 
more converging reasons he finds pointing to this conviction, the 
more bewildered he is, if asked suddenly to sum them up.” We all 
know this is true; but if we are in this dilemma on the subject of 
Survival we have now a way of escape, provided we keep this little 
book at hand, and provided we have an inquirer who cares enough 
about his own destiny to take the trouble to read it, and to read it 
impartially. In a preliminary chapter, “What is Proof?”’, Mr. Collins 
reminds us that one of the chief difficulties in the way of convincing 
mankind of the fact of survival is prejudice, but that prejudice can 
be broken down is proved in history of the past—‘Copernicus, 
Galileo, Newton, Harvey had to face prejudice at first as great but 
in the end truth prevailed”. In order that it may prevail, what is 
required is not mathematical precision, but that the evidence should be 
sufficient to satisfy the mind and conscience of an ordinary man to 
such an extent that he would base his actions on his convictions. 
This is a true test of our beliefs and disbeliefs in day by day life. 


After a chapter on “Man’s wonderful faculties” the author mar- 
shalls his “proofs” under ten different headings, each containing 
several examples of various phenomena. This part of the book 
occupies about 50 pages; it is, of course, the most important part; 
but the remaining pages are not lacking in interest or value. One 
chapter deals with “objections” and enlarges on the importance of 
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cases in which a deceased person manifests at a sitting who is not 
recognized, or even known, but who is subsequently identified. The 
case of Arthur Fraser which is here referred to is cited in full in 
an Appendix. A stronger or more convincing case could hardly be 
imagined ; neither telepathy from the sitter, nor subconscious memory, 
nor inaccurate testimony can explain this truly remarkable case of 
communication in which an unknown young man, deceased three 
years previously, sent a message to his betrothed giving her name 
and address correctly. But the case should be read carefully with all 
its details in order to appreciate its importance. 


In two sentences the author sums up his own opinion. He con- 
tends that the “evidence warrants the acceptance of the belief that 
man survives death, unless and until the contrary is proved” (p. 99). 
He adds that he “has examined carefully all the material he has 
brought forward and is convinced that the contention that it is not 
evidence of survival, is unfounded.” Only those who examine the 
facts recorded have the right to dispute his judgment. He claims 
that the “onus of proof now lies on the sceptics, and they must 
explain away the evidence as a whole—not merely those bits of it 
which they choose to select for attack.” 


In conclusion he refers again to “Taylor’s Law of Evidence” 
which is quoted more fully at the outset. “By satisfactory evidence, 
which is sometimes called sufficient evidence, is intended that 


amount of proof which ordinarily satisfies an unprejudiced mind 
beyond reasonable doubt.” 


There is just one weak spot among the cases cited; it is not likely 
to be convincing as it stands. It refers to the reported transport in 
1871 of a living human body from one house to another at a distance 
of several miles. This case is cited from “Psychic Certainties”, a 
work by Mr. Provost Battersby, where details are given and the 
names of some of the ten witnesses. These are not mentioned in 
Mr. Collins’s book. He writes, “Translation is a rare phenomenon, 
but the evidence for it, though not recent, is good”. If the case stood 
alone, it could hardly have the right to a place among so many well 
authenticated examples of supernormal incidents. It does not stand 
alone, however ; as recently as April 1929 an article in the Quarterly 
of the British College of Psychic Science contains an astounding 
report of the transportation of the body of the Marquis Carlo 
Centurione Scotto while he was in trance in the presence of witnesses 
whose names are given, and among whom was Ernesto Bozzano. 
The Marquis was subsequently discovered asleep in a loft in the 
stable of his castle. If this recent testimony had been cited, the reader 
would have to choose between two alternatives: either this really 
happened, or we must suppose that such an experienced psychical 
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researcher as Signor Bozzano and the circle of bona fide students 
who were with him were deluded in their assurance that this extra- 
ordinary phenomenon occurred. Is not such a delusion as unlikely as 
the phenomenon itself? One would pity any man claiming to be an 
honest disbeliever in Survival who could read this book and yet feel 
as firmly entrenched in his materialism as he was at the outset. 


Tennyson, in one of his poems, intimates that doubt may be either 
a “fortress” or a “prison”. There is value in doubt when it protects 
us from indiscriminate, uncritical acceptance of facts or ideas; it 
may become a prison if it shuts us up into preconceived opinions and 
prevents us from opening the windows of the mind to fresh light. 


Helen Alex. Dallas. 























The Parents hunting for Crosses, Temescal Canyon, May 18, 1921. 
This terrain is typical of the kind where the 
crosses were usually found. 








